








The last major obstacle is the explosion of the population of wild hogs that has occurred this past year.
The first signs were along the mudflats of Area Al. In just one year, they have moved across the whole
ecosystem and crossed Quail Creek this past winter. In the last month, they have moved southward
almost the whole length of Quail Creek. These are very destructive and change the relationship
between the plants and the soil. This both encourages further erosion and creates an opening for
invasive non-indigenous plants to get started

Quail Creek Trail adjacent to the Huse Homeplace development

Tracks show that the expanding range is accompanied by a corresponding increase in population. The
following picture shows a larger group of piglets were traveling on the Quail Creek Trail.

Quail Creek Trail piglet tracks



Hopefully, this paper gives the reader a broad overview of Southlake Cove Ecosystem and how much
natural heritage lies within our city boundaries. There is much reason to look to how future planning
might incorporate the Bob Jones Nature Center and Preserve as a major gateway. With creative and
dedicated planning, a natural history landmark could be created for our community. The product would
be a prize to be secured for our citizens and for future generations. Failure to find the leadership,
commitment, and vision within the community to preserve this treasure will open the door to its
continuing degradation and demise. That would be a tragic loss to never be regained.
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